
 

Chesley Fillier 

The Royal Newfoundland Regiment 

Regimental No. 2943 

World War I 

Born: 04 December 1897 

Died: 01 March 1969 

Place of Birth: Clarke’s Beach, Newfoundland 

Parents: John and Elizabeth Fillier 

On the 16
th

 of July 1916, Chesley made his way to 

St. John’s and enlisted in the Royal Newfoundland 

Regiment at the CLB Armoury depot on Harvey 

Road 

Chesley was almost nineteen at the time. On his 

enlistment documents, he gave his trade as 

merchant and his faith as Methodist. Physically, 

Chesley has light brown hair, blue eyes and stood 

5’5” tall. 

Chesley’s Service Record speaks for itself and 

contains the following handwritten entries: 

1. 28 Jul 1916: Embarked St. Johns on board 

the S.S. Sicilian for the UK 

 

2. 30 Nov 1916: Embarked UK for the BEF 

(British Expeditionary Force) 

3. 12 Dec 1916: Joined Unit in the field 

4. 14 April 1917: Wounded. Admitted to field 

hospital with severe wounds to both arms 

and left leg. Then to the 26
th

 general hospital 

at Etaples (France) 

5. 27 April 1917: Invalided to England 

6. 29 April 1917: Admitted to Charing Cross 

hospital 

7. 07 Feb 1918: Transferred and admitted to 3
rd

 

London general hospital at Wandsworth 

8. 14 Jun 1918: Furloughed then report to 

depot but furlough was extended to 22 Jun 

1918 

9. 22 Jun 1918: To Newfoundland for 

discharge 

10. 06 Jul 1918: Arrived Newfoundland 

11. 23 Jul 1918: Discharged as being “medically 

unfit for further service” 

Chesley had been severely wounded at Monchy 

(France) on April 14, 1917. These wounds healed 

but he had lost much of the movement of his arms 

(see the medical insert below for exact details. This 

ended his service, as he was sent home and 

discharged. This was the second time Chesley had 

been wounded, as his medical notes an earlier 

wound by shrapnel to his right leg. 

It is interesting to note that on August 18, 1918, 

Chesley asked that the remainder of the war gratuity 

to which he was entitled be paid to him in a lump 

sum. This was a rather unusual request, but he asked 

so he could start a business of his own in his home 

town of Clarke’s Beach. His request was granted 

based on his service and the glowing letters of 

support for him from his superior officers. 



The business he began was a mainstay in the area 

for years. 

Chesley is found in the 1935 Newfoundland general 

census at the age of thirty-seven (37). He is a widow 

with a five year old daughter. He has a live in 

domestic, Selina Bradbury keeping house for him. 

By 1945, Chesley is now married to a lady by the 

name of Mary (37). Marjorie Morgan is the 

household servant at age 21. 

Chesley died on March 1
st
, 1969, at the Old General 

Hospital in St. John’s (see the death certificate 

inserted below). He is buried in the Old Clarke’s 

Beach United Churchyard Cemetery. 

His obituary from The Compass dated 06 March 

1969 is reprinted below: 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


