
 

Cyril Francis Richards 

The Royal Newfoundland Regiment 

Regimental No. 991 

World War I 

Born: 06 Jan 1894 

Place of Birth: Salmon Cove, South River, 

Newfoundland 

Parents: Isaac and Eliza Richards 

The story of WW I veteran Cyril Richards is 

akin to what one might read in a novel. 

Young soldier goes to war, is gravely 

injured, near death but miraculously 

survives, is discharged as unfit to fight. He 

returns home, tries to help his widowed 

mother, marries, has a family, lives a good 

life and dies of old age. 

Cyril enlisted in the1st  Newfoundland 

Regiment ( the Regiment had not been given 

the “Royal” designation as of yet) in June 

1915. His enlistment papers describe Cyril 

as being 5’ 9” tall, with brown hair and eyes, 

he has a scar on his right foot from a 

scalding accident as a child. He is single, a 

labourer by trade and Church of  England by 

religion. 

According to Cyril’s official service record, 

he would spend one (1) year and three 

hundred twenty-three (323) in service. 

Here are excerpts from his record by date: 

1. 20 – 03 – 15: Embarked St. John’s 

aboard the S.S. Stephano 

 

SS Stephano was a passenger 

liner and sealing ship, owned by Bowring 

Brothers and operated in their Red Cross Line 

of Arctic steamships. Stephano is most 

notable for her role in the 

1914 Newfoundland Sealing Disaster, under 

the command of Captain Abram 

Kean. Stephano was the sister ship to 

the SS Florizel 

2. 20 – 08 – 15 Embarked for the 

British Expeditionary Force (BEF)  

3. 31 – 08 – 15: Disembarked 

Alexandria and then entrained for 

Cairo 

4. 13 – 09 – 15: Embarked for Gallipoli 

5. 19-20 – 09 – 15: Landed Suvla Bay 

the night of the 19-20
th

 

6. 31 – 12 – 15: Admitted 26 CCS with 

Jaundice 

7. 30 – 12 – 15: To 27
th

 general hospital 

at Mudros. (Mudros comprised a small 

Greek port on the Mediterranean island 

of Lemnos.) 
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8. 31  01 – 16: With Battalion and 

embarked Port Suez 

9. 22 – 02 – 16: Disembarked 

Marseilles 

10. 01 -  07 – 16: Wounded severe 

11. 03 – 07 – 16: Admitted to hospital at 

St. Pol with GSW (gunshot) wound 

to the head 

12. 03 – 08 – 16: Transferred to England 

13. 04 – 08 – 16: Admitted to London 

General (Wandsworth) 

14. 22 – 09 – 16: Furloughed then 

attached to Depot 

15. 27 – 09 – 16: To Newfoundland 

16. ?? – 10 – 16: Arrived Newfoundland 

17. 16 – 12 – 16: Discharged “medically 

unfit” 

18. 24 – 10 – 17: Re-enlisted and was 

accepted 

19. 02 – 01 – 18: Discharged. 

Pte. Richards amazingly was wounded on 

the very day that etched in the history of the 

Newfoundland Regiment and the battle that 

virtually wiped out the Regiment at 

Beaumont-Hamel. 

According to the official Nominal Roll of 

those Officers and men of the Royal 

Newfoundland Regiment who are shown in 

the records of the District Office of the 

Department of Veterans Affairs, St. John's, 

Newfoundland, who were wounded during, 

just prior to, or subsequent to the action at 

Beaumont Hamel, 1 July 1916. 

Pte Cyril Richard No. 991 is on that list. 

He was in fact a wounded survivor of 

Beaumont-Hamel. 

A full copy of the injury suffered by Pte 

Richards is inserted below (first 3 pages). It 

describes how he was wounded on that 

faithful day of July 1
st
, 1916, at Beaumont-

Hamel. 

His head wound was so severe that in 

hospital, he was placed on the “dangerously 

ill list” and not expected to recover. But 

recover he did although permanently 

damaged, experiencing memory loss and 

severe headaches for the rest of his life. 

A testament to this man’s sense of duty was 

that he tried to re-enlist a year following his 

being discharged as being medically unfit. 

He was accepted! This lasted just a few 

months however when he was discharged 

again. 

Once home, now living with his widowed 

mother, Cyril wrote a letter to the then Prime 

Minister of Newfoundland, Sir Richard 

Squires asking for assistance in securing a 

loan to start a business in South River. He 

even suggested that as collateral he would 

use his home and land as security for the 

loan. (See the full letter below, (pages 4 and 

5 inserts) 

Cyril appears in the 1935 Newfoundland 

general census as married man with a 

family. Cyril 41 is married to Mildred 

(Batten) Richards (37). They have two (2) 

children, a boy named Cyril and a girl 

named Daphne. They are living in South 

River. 

The 1945 census see the family now living 

in Grand Falls Proper. The family still 

consists of Cyril, Mildred, Cyril (jr) and 

Daphne. 

Cyril, a long time Legion member, passed 

away in February 1983 and Mildred died in 

1996. They are buried in the All Saints 

Anglican Cemetery, South River, 

Newfoundland. 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 


