
 

Edward “Ted” Russell 

Royal Naval Reserve (Newfoundland) 

Royal Navy 

Service No. 1747X/1800X 

World War I 

Born: 15 Nov 1897 

Died: 21 Feb 1985 

Place of Birth: Bay Roberts, Conception 

Bay, Newfoundland 

Parents: William and Frances “Fannie” (nee 

Thompson) Russell 

The Russell’s would have eight (8) children 

in all, seven (7) sons and one daughter. 

There was Chesley, Bramwell, Edward 

(Ted), Carl, Hubert, Robert, and Alphaeus. 

The lone girl was Margaret. 

Of the children, two boys, Edward and 

Alphaeus would become Salvation Army 

officers. Edward would serve in World War I 

in the Royal Naval Reserve Newfoundland 

and of course, the Royal Navy. 

Edward stood 5’ 8” tall, had brown hair with 

blue eyes and weighed 165 lbs. His 

enlistment or attestation papers give 

Chelsea, Massachusetts as his address. 

Edwards’s original service number was 

given as 1747X but his official record was 

found and is listed as 1800X. 

His service record obtained from the “The 

Rooms Archives,” reads as follows: 

1, HMS Calypso: 16 Apr 1915 – 29 May 

1915. The Calypso was a training vessel 

stationed at St. John’s harbour. 

2. HMS Victory 1: 20 May 1915 – 21 Aug 

1915 

3. HMS Cormorant (?): 22 Aug 1915 – 13 

May 1916 

4. HMS Victory 1: 13 May 1916 - 31 May 

1916 

5. HMS Excellent: 01 Jun 1916 – 15 Aug 

1916 

6. HMS President 111: 16 Aug 1916 – 06 

Nov 1916 

7. HMS Victory 1: 07 Nov 1916 – 14 Nov 

1916 

8. HMS Pembroke: 15 Nov 1916 – 24 May 

1917 

9. HMS Briton: 25 May 1917 – 14 Jun 

1917 

10. HMS Triton (?): 15 Jun 1917 – 22 Nov 

1917 

 



Transferred to Royal Canadian Navy: 

11. RCNS Niobe: 23 Nov 1917 – 30 Apr 

1918 

12. RCNS Guelph: 01 May 1918 – 20 Dec 

1918 

13. RCNS Niobe: 21 Dec 1918 – 25 Dec 

1918 

Transferred back to the Royal Navy: 

14. HMS Briton: 26 Dec 1918 – 30 Apr 

1919 

Demobilized 

RCNS Niobe 

Following, his service, Edward married 

Elsie Myrtle Tuck on the 15
th

 of December 

1920 at St. John’s, Newfoundland. 

According to records, the couple would have 

a family of seven (7) children, William, 

Edward, Kenneth, Harold, Gwendolyn, 

Reginald, and Donald. 

The 1921 Newfoundland general census lists 

Edward at 23, Elsie at 19. They are married 

and living in Bay Roberts. In May 1922, the 

Russell’s left St. John’s for Halifax on board 

the SS Rosalind. From there they boarded 

the SS Prince George bound for Boston, 

arriving May 31
st
 of that year. 

In December of 1922, Edward and Elsie 

applied for naturalization to the United 

States in a declaration, which was eventually 

finalized in 1937 at Vermont. 

Edward and family appear in the 1930, 1940 

and 1950 US census as follows: 

1930: Edward is 32 and gives his occupation 

as Captain in the Salvation Army, while 

Elsie is 28. 

1940: At 42, Edward is listed as adjutant in 

the Salvation Army, Elise is 38. They have 

seven children at this point and are living in 

Lynn, Massachusetts. 

1950: Finds the family in Burlington, 

Vermont. Edward is 51 and listed as the 

officer in charge of a large rooming house 

(“John Collins”), His occupation is listed as 

working for a relief organization. This 

would be the social services function of the 

Salvation Army. Elise is 48 and children 

Edward 25, Kenneth 22, Harold 19, 

Gwendolyn 17, Reginald 13, and Donald 10 

are at home with them. 

By 1960, they are living in New London, 

Connecticut. 

Edward died in 1985 at Ashbury Park, New 

Jersey. He is buried at Kensico Cemetery, 

Valhalla, Westchester County, New York. 

His obituary can be found on the next page. 

On the following pages are two clippings 

from The Bay Roberts Guardian, the first 

dated 12 May 1916 is a letter to his mother 

and the second dated 04 August 1916 is a 

letter to his father: 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 


