
 

Francis Wilson Bateman 

Royal Air Force (RAF) 

Service No. 52433 

World War II 

Born: 1916 

Died: 27 Aug 1943 

Place of Birth: (Cable Avenue) Bay 

Roberts, Conception Bay, Newfoundland 

Parents: Francis Thornton and Alice Clara 

(nee Fitzgerald) Bateman 

Francis’ father, Francis Thornton was born 

in Stockton on Leeds, England in June 1892. 

He moved to Bay Roberts, Newfoundland as 

one of the Cable Building managers and 

housed in the company houses on “Cable 

Avenue,” Bay Roberts. 

In January 1914, he married Alice Clara 

Fitzgerald of Harbour Grace. They were 

married in the Roman Catholic Cathedral 

there. 

Together, the couple had three children 

while living in Bay Roberts. The 1921 

Newfoundland general census listings show 

Francis at 29, Clara (as she preferred to be 

called) at 38 and children Francis W, 5, 

Elizabeth 3 and Clara, all born in 

Newfoundland. Over the years, there were a 

number of trips from Newfoundland to 

England to connect with family and the 

couple eventually moved to England, and it 

is there that Clara died in 1960 at 

Littleborough, England. 

In 1939, their son, Francis married Edith 

Veronica Lacey at Huntingdon, 

Huntingdonshire, England. 

Young Francis joined the Royal Air Force 

during World War II as pilot but was 

tragically killed in action in August 1943. 

 

He is buried in the Sainte Marie Cemetery, 

Le Harve, Department de la Seine-Maritime 

Haute-Normandie, France. 



 


