
 

Harold Chester Mosdell 

Royal Naval Reserve (Newfoundland) 

Royal Navy 

Service No. P/188840 

World War II 

Born: 02 December 1908 

Died: 24 August 2009 (Age 100 Years) 

Place of Birth: Bay Roberts, Conception Bay, 

Newfoundland 

Parents: Richard and Mary (nee Rabbitts) Mosdell 

According to records, the Mosdell family who were 

living in Bay Roberts when their first four children 

were born moved to Port aux Basques in 1910 or 

1911, where Richard sr. took a position as agent 

with the Newfoundland Reid Railway. 

The 1921 Newfoundland general census for Port 

aux Basques lists the family as follows: Richard 42, 

Wife, Mary 40 and children, Robert 17, Cecil 14, 

twin boys Harold and Richard 13, Mary 10, 

Margaret 7, Dorothy 6, Patricia 3, and baby 

Minerva age 6 months. 

In 1929 at age nineteen (19) Harold secured a job as 

part of the crew on the vessel Humber Arm and 

began his life at sea. He was engaged as a “deck 

boy” initially. He is described at the time as being 

5’6” tall and 121 lbs. 

 

Humber Arm 

The Humber Arm was a British Steam Merchant 

Ship owned by Bowater´s Newfoundland Pulp & 

Paper Mills Ltd, Corner Brook. It was sunk on 08 

July 1940, when torpedoed by U-99, 60 miles off 

the coast of Ireland. 

In September 1933, Harold is a passenger on the 

Nova Scotia enroute to Liverpool, England. His 

occupation is listed as seaman. 

Harold enlisted in the Royal Naval Reserve 

(Newfoundland) in February 1940 and was part of 

the 175-man 5
th

 Naval Contingent that left 

Newfoundland on 07 March 1940 for overseas. 

Here is a clipping from the Observer’s Weekly 

newspaper of 16 February 1943. Harold was a good 

seaman as noted in this report. Worthy of note, in 

addition to Harold serving, four of his siblings also 

served.  



 

Harold married Bella Louise Chafe of Petty 

Harbour. The couple did not have any children. 

Bella passed in 1987 at 76 years of age. Harold died 

in 2009 in his 101st year. They are buried in the 

Anglican Cemetery Forest Road, St. John’s 

Below is a letter to his mother published in the 

Observer’s Weekly on 01 August 1944 which details 

his experiences on D-Day.



 


