
 

Harry Strange 

Mercantile Marine 

Merchant Marine 

World War II 

 

Born: 1903/1904 

Died: unknown 

Place of Birth: Port de Grave, Conception 

Bay, Newfoundland 

Parents : William and Emma Anne “Annie” 

(nee Parsons) Strange 

Harry was the third child born to parents, 

William and Anne of Port de Grave, Harry 

was born in 1904, a younger brother to 

George who died in service in 1918. 

In tracing Harry (sometimes referred to as 

Henry), the Newfoundland general census of 

1921, 1935 and 1945 provides background 

information. 

The 1921 census for Quidi Vidi (St. John’s 

East) contains the following listings: 

William is 46, wife Annie is 45, Children: 

Harry is 17, Albert (Bert) is 16, Mary is 14, 

Lornie is 12, Emma Jane 11 and Anne 8. 

Harry is working as an “apprentice” with R. 

Chaulker. 

The next census in 1935 from St. John’s 

East Bell Island district shows Harry at 32, 

wife Edna 27 and child Joan at age 4. Harry 

is now working as a policeman. 

 



1945 sees the  Harry working as a 

longshoreman, he is now 42, Edna 38 and 

Joan is 14. 

Items of Note: 

1.In 1925 at the age of 22, Harry was a crew 

member on the vessel Strathcona. 

2. In September 1930, he worked as an 

“oiler” on the Fort St, George destined for 

New York from St. John’s, Newfoundland. 

He is 27 and described as being 5’7” and 

148 lbs. 

Harry had the background as a seaman to 

have been a crewman in the Mercantile or 

Merchant Marine during World War II. The 

photo of him that appeared in the Evening 

Telegram on September 28
th
, 1940, does 

have him as apart of the Mercantile Marine 

that year 

There is an earlier newspaper clipping dated 

15 February 1940 found in The Evening 

Telegram that lists Harry as having enlisted 

in the Royal Navy (see the clipping below). 

This being the case, two brothers just six 

years apart in age participated in the two 

World Wars. George in World War I as a 

member of the Royal Naval Reserve 

(Newfoundland) and Harry as part of the 

Merchant Marine (and possibly the Royal 

Navy) in World War II. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


