
 

Jack Stanley Parsons 

Royal Naval Reserve (Newfoundland) 

Service No. 1035X 

World War I 

 

Born: 04 Aug 1895 

Died: 28 Aug 1971 

Place of Birth: Country Road, Bay Roberts, 

Conception Bay, Newfoundland 

Parents: William R. and Selina (nee Barrett) 

Parsons 

Jack was the second of five (5) children born to 

William and Selina who married in December 

1893. There was Winnie 1894, Jack Stanley 

1895, Myrtle 1902, William 1904 and Elizabeth 

(Lizzie) born 1907. 

The official name recorded in vital statistics cites 

the nae as John Stanley, his military service 

record has him as Jack Stanley Parsons, yet 

throughout his life, he went by the name John 

Stanley “Jack” Parsons. For the purposes of this 

biography, his given name will be used. 

John enlisted in the Newfoundland Royal Naval 

Reserve in August 1914. His enlistment or 

attestation papers provide a glimpse of him at 

age nineteen (19). He stood 5’ 4 ½” tall, was of 

dark complexion with dark brown hair and eyes. 

He gave his occupation as fisherman and his 

religion as Church of England. He enlisted for a 

five (5) year period. 

The official service record for Jack Stanley 

Parsons is as follows (a copy of the original is 

posted as the end of this biography). 

1. HMS Calypso: 14 Aug 1914 – 15 Oct 

1914 (Note: The Calypso was a training 

vessel and base in St. John’s Harbour). 

2. RCN Niobe: 18 Oct 1914 -31 Aug 1915 

3. HMS Calypso: 01 Sep 1915 – 22 Sep 

1915 

4. HMS Pembroke 23 Sep 1915 – 26 Oct 

1915 

5. HMS Kingfisher: 27 Oct 1915 – 17 Mar 

1917 

6. HMS Vivid 111: 18 Mar 1917 – 07 Nov 

1918 

7. HMS Boadicea: 18 Nov 1918 – 31 Mar 

1919 

 

 

HMS Boadicea 

Boadicea was converted into a minelayer at 

the end of 1917 and made three sorties to lay 

her mines before the end of the war. She was 

placed in reserve after the war and taken out 

of service in 1920. 



8. HMS Vivid 111: 01 Apr 1919 – 25 Apr 

1919 

9. HMS Briton: 26 Apr 1919 – 18 Jun 1919 

10. 18 Jun 1919:  Shore Demobilized 

The 1921 Newfoundland general census shows 

Jack living at home in Country Road Bay 

Roberts. His father, William is now a widower, 

having lost his wife in 1917. Jack is 26 and 

single, although he married Stella Snow in June 

1921 at St. John’s, just shortly after the census 

enumeration ended. 

The couple moved to United States and are 

found in the 1930 U.S. Federal census as living 

on Main Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts. Jack 

is 34, Stella 30 and they have five (5) children: 

Selan 7, Stella 6, Thelma 4, Fern 3, and baby 

Jack just 1. Jack is  working with the Railroad as 

a car inspector. 

1940 finds the Parsons family now in Weymouth, 

Massachusetts. Jack and Stella are naturalized 

citizens. The family has now grown to include 

two (2) more children, William and Janet. Jack is 

still working with the railroad and is now 

foreman there. 

Jack died in Aug 1971 at the age of 77 at 

Abington, Plymouth Massachusetts. He is buried 

in the Mount Vernon Cemetery at Norfolk, Mass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below are several clippings from The Bay 

Roberts Guardian that make mention of Jack. 

18 December 1914 

 

10 September 1915 

 

19 November 1915 

 

 

 

 



17 September 1915 

 



 


