
 

John Harris Mercer 

Royal Naval Reserve (Newfoundland) 

Royal Navy 

Service No. LT/JX 195265 

World War II 

 

Born: 08 October 1921 

Died: 02 November 1940 

Place of Birth: Beachy Cove, Bay Roberts, 

Conception Bay, Newfoundland 

Parents: John Hayward and Fanny Violet 

Mercer 

John enlisted in the Royal Naval Reserve of 

Newfoundland as soon as he was of age to 

do so at eighteen (18). 

He came from a family of four (4) children 

according to the 1935 Newfoundland 

census. He had two (2) sisters and one 

brother, but he was the oldest. 

John embarked St. John’s, Newfoundland 

with the men of the 6
th

 naval contingent on 

April 26, 1940. Just six (6) months later he 

would be lost with the sinking of the HMT 

Rinovia. 

Built as the BLAKKUR (GY378) for 

Rinovia Steam Fishing, Grimsby, by Cook, 

Welton & Gemmell, Beverley; Yard No 566; 

Launched 27/08/1937; In 1938 vessel 

renamed RINOVIA; On 10th December 

1938, the trawler ran aground in the 

Orkneys, becoming stranded on the island of 

Rusholme in the Westray Firth. All the crew 

were rescued; On 31/08/1939 the vessel was 

requisitioned by the Royal navy as a 

minesweeper; In September 1940 vessel 

grounded at Dartmouth and re-floated. 

On 02/11/1940 the H.M.T. RINOVIA sunk 

by mine off Falmouth Bay, 2.9 miles off  St. 

Anthony Light. 14 Men were lost that day, 

Ordinary Seaman, John Harris Mercer was 

one of them. He had just turned 19 years old. 

 

HMT Rinovia 

John is commemorated on the Lowestoft 

Naval Memorial, panel 4 column 2 in the 

United Kingdom. He is also commemorated 



on page 181 of the Newfoundland Book of 

Remembrance in Ottawa.

 

 

 



 


