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Late in 1896, October 19
th

 in fact, parents 

William John and Elizabeth (nee Thompson) 

welcomed a son to their family. They would 

call him Leonard. 

In the summer of 1916, Leonard who was 

working as a labourer in North Sydney, 

Cape Breton, Canada at the time decided he 

was going to enlist to fight in the war.  

Since he was in Nova Scotia, he made his 

way to Halifax and volunteered. His 

Attestation Papers (enlistment documents) 

are copied in full on the next pages. We can, 

however, learn a lot about young Leonard at 

first glance. He was 20 years old, 5 feet 10 

inches tall, single, had a scar on his left 

thumb and of the Methodist faith. 

Leonard was assigned Service No. 248544 

and to the Unit described as “Draft Giving 

Field Artillery Howitzer Ammunition 

Column,” the horse cavalry it seems. 

Leonard saw action in France and more 

specifically the Battle of the Somme. He 

was present at the battle of Vimy Ridge in 

April 1917. He was injured during that battle 

and subsequently following recuperation 

was discharged as medically unfit. 

Story: “He told the tale of how he was 

injured and according to him, he was 

carrying messages from the Front Lines to 

the command post at Vimy Ridge when he 

was fired upon. The bullets missed him but 

hit and killed the horse he was riding. He 

was badly injured upon hitting the ground 

and never fully recovered from the incident. 

He was honourably discharged as he was no 

longer fit for active service, but he did 

continue service as a recruiting officer upon 

his return home.” 

His injury lasted his lifetime but did not 

deter from living a full life. 

The census of 1935 shows Leonard, now 35 

married to Edith, 32, a young lady from 

Placentia. They have a family of four girls: 

Elizabeth, Hazel, Ethel and Sybil. 

The next census in 1945 shows Leonard and 

Edith alive and well but with just one child 

at home.  

Leonard died on December 20
th

, December 

1979 at the age of 83. He is buried in the 

Trinity United Church (Churchyard) 

Cemetery in Shearstown. 

 

 



 



 


