
 

Nelson Leslie Gordon 

Royal Canadian Air Force 

(RCAF) 

Service No. J88818 

World War II 

 

Born: 10 Jul 1924 

Died: 01 Feb 1945 

Place of Birth: Bay Roberts, Newfoundland 

Parents: Alexander and Violet (nee 

Parsons) Gordon 

 

Nelson’s father, Alexander, was born in 

Scotland. He had spent time in the British 

Army, having enlisted in the Royal 

Engineers in 1908. At that time 17-year-old 

Alexnader gave his occupation as 

“telegraphist.”  

This more than likely provides the reason 

why he was in Bay Roberts in 1916. He was 

working for the Cable Company, in what is 

now a national historic building, locally 

referred to the “The Cable Building.” 

During his time in Bay Roberts, he met 

Violet Lillian Parsons, and they were 

married in March 1916. The couple had four 

children: Margaret born 1917, John born 

1918, Francis born 1919 and Nelson 1924.  

By 1931, the family had relocated to Canso, 

Nova Scotia. Work related is probably the 

best guess.  

 

Flying Officer Nelson with his Harvard 

Aircraft 



Nelson enlisted in the 2
nd

 Battalion Halifax Rifles 

on April 28, 1942, and was discharged on June 23
rd

 

in order to join the RCAF (Royal Canadian Air 

Force), which he did just several weeks later in July 

1942. 

He was described at the time as being 5’ 7 ¼” tall, 

weighing 140 lbs. of light complexion having 

brown hair and hazel eyes. He gave his occupation 

as a junior bank clerk with the Bank of Montreal. 

Upon joining, he was posted to Lachine, Quebec as 

aircrew but expressed his desire for flying duties 

and his intention to make the Air Force his career. 

Following his initial training, he was shipped 

overseas and served with the 440 Squadron for 

several months before being sent to #56 Operational 

Training Unit of the RAF (Royal Air Force) at 

Milford on January 3
rd

, 1945. By now he was a 

flying officer with hours of flying time on 

Typhoons, Spitfires, Tiger Moths, and Harvard’s. 

 

The Harvard was a training aircraft used by the British 

Royal Air Force and the Allied pilots during World War 

II. The Harvard was designed specifically as an 

advanced pilot trainer that had all the attributes, and 

much of the equipment of an operational combat 

aircraft. 

 

Hawker Typhoon 

Nelson was flying this type of aircraft, specifically 

typhoon R.B. 343 on February 1
st
, 1945, at 5:05 p.m. 

when the unexpected happened. The engine failed 

immediately after take-off and crashed. Pilot officer 

Gordon was killed. The subsequent inquiry into the crash 

was unable to explain the engine failure that caused 

Gordon’s plane to crash. 

Nelson Gordon at just 20 years old had died chasing his 

dream of flying. He is buried at Aberdeen Springbank 

Cemetery, Aberdeen, Scotland. 
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From Bay Roberts Guardian 24 Mar 1945 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


