
 

Percy Gilbert Mercer 

59
th

 Heavy Regiment 

Royal (Newfoundland) Artillery 

 Regimental No. 971438 

World War II 

 

Born: 02 Apr 1919 

Died: 03 Jul 2007 

Place of Birth: Beachy Cove, Bay Roberts, 

Conception Bay, Newfoundland 

Parents: Bethlehem (Beth) and Sophie Blanche 

(nee Norman) Mercer 

Percy grew up in a large family of ten children born 

to Bethlehem (commonly know as Beth) and Sophie 

Mercer of Beachy Cove, Bay Roberts, 

Newfoundland. 

According to entries in the 1921 Newfoundland 

general census, there were just six (6) children listed 

as being at home. Isaac L. 11, Harry 10, Frank 8, 

Hayward 6, Percy 2, and Ellen 5 months. 

Grandmother Fannie Mercer aged 65 is also living 

with Beth and Sophie. 

By the 1935 census, the number of children reached 

ten with the additions of Lewis, Bertha, Jean, 

Florence, and Doris. Five boys and five girls in all. 

It is interesting to note that of the ten Mercer 

children, five would see military service, including 

Hayward, Lewis, Bertha, Harry, and Percy. Harry 

would serve in the US Army and died  in January 

1945 in the Philippines. Having one, two or even 

three children enlist to serve was unusual but to 

have five was certainly unique to say the least. 

Percy would enlist in the 59
th

 Heavy Regiment 

Royal Newfoundland Artillery. The 2
nd

 battalion of 

the Regiment was formed in 1940 and Percy may 

have been part of that Battalion. On the 9
th

 of 

November 1940, Percy is found as a recruit on the 

troopship SS Nerissa with 166 other recruits 

arriving at Liverpool via St. John’s Newfoundland, 

Halifax, Nova Scotia and New York, USA destined 

for Ardingly, Sussex, England. 

 

 

In April 1944, Percy married Eunice June Bint at 

Hampstead, England. Hampstead is an area of North 

London. 



Surprisingly, Percy appears in the 1945 

Newfoundland census as being at home in Beachy 

Cove, Bay Roberts but there is no mention of a 

wife. In any event, Percy is listed in several UK 

Electoral Registers census like 1951, 1961. He is at 

home in the Dale, Keston, Kent in 1960. 

Percy passed away in 2007 at the age of 88 at Kent, 

England. His ashes are buried in the New St. 

Matthew’s Anglican Cemetery, Bay Roberts.  
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