
 

Raymond Augustus Keefe 

Royal Canadian Air Force 

Service No. 798817 

World War II 

 

Born: 1925 

Died: 04 May 2009 

Place of Birth: Coley’s Point, Bay Roberts, 

Conception Bay, Newfoundland 

Parents: Augustus Allan and Lillian Louise 

“Ethel” Rose Keefe 

Raymond was born in a large family in 

1925. According to the 1935 Newfoundland 

general census, the Keefe household at 

Coley’s Point, Bay Roberts totaled 14 

people. There were grandparents Peter 83 

and Mary Jane 72. Augustus 46 and wife 

Ethel 38 and children; Ada 16, Gwendolyn 

14, Allan (nephew) 12, Mary 12, Raymond 

10, Irene 8, Elsa 6, Irving 5, Calvin 3, and 

Ethel 1. 

Raymond enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air 

Force or RCAF in the early days of the war 

and was released from active service on 28 

April 1946. He would rise to the rank of 

S/Sgt during his years in the Air Force.  

He married Dorothy Mae Dewling of St. 

John’s, Newfoundland in 1950 and together 

they had three (3) children of record.  

When Raymond passed away at Dartmouth, 

Nova Scotia in 2009, he and Dorothy were 

married for 59 years. Dorothy passed away 

two (2) years later. Both were cremated. 

Write up held at the Shearwater Aviation 

Museum on Sgt Raymond Augustus Keefe. 

https://memoryns.ca/royal-canadian-

airforce-flying-log-book-for-aircrew-other-

than-pilot 

Raymond Augustus Keefe was born in 

Coley’s Point, Newfoundland, and joined 

the Royal Air Force in 1943 during World 

War II. He served as a Wireless Operator 

and Air Gunner on Consolidated B-24 

Liberator aircraft. In June 1944, LAC Keefe 

was sent to #3 Wireless Training School in 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, where he received 

training as a Wireless Operator until 

November of the same year. He was then 

promoted to Sergeant and sent to #7 

Bombing and Gunnery School in Paulson, 

Manitoba, from December 1944 to January 

1945 to train as an Air Gunner. In May 

1945, Sgt. Keefe was sent to #5 Operational 

Training Unit in Boundary Bay, British 

Columbia, for air gunner training and 
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practice exercises. He finished his training at 

#5 Operational Training Unit in Abbotsford, 

British Columbia, in July 1945, where he 

trained on Consolidated B-24 Liberators and 

North American Mitchells. 

Sgt. Keefe's logbook also includes his Royal 

Air Force Service and Release Record Book 

SAM2015.0009.002. The service book 

certifies that Sgt. Keefe served with the 

Royal Air Force (RAF) from 19 November 

1943 to 21 January 1946 and was granted 81 

days of leave on release. 

 

 

 

Here is a copy of the obituary of Raymond 

as published in the local newspaper at the 

time: 

“Raymond Augustus (Ray) Keefe 

Born In: Newfoundland and Labrador, 

Canada 

Passed on: May 4th, 2009 

83. Passed away May 4, 2009, at Camphill 

Veteran's Memorial Hospital. Born in 

Coley's Point, Newfoundland to the late Gus 

and Ethel (Rose) Keefe and later of St. 

John's, Newfoundland. Ray moved to 

Dartmouth with his family in 1968. Ray was 

a Sergeant in the RAF during WWII acting 

as wireless operator and Air Gunner on B-

52s and was released from active duty on 



April 28, 1946. His working career led him 

to the position of Regional Manager for 

Superior Propane which saw a move to 

Moncton for five years until his retirement in 

1989 when he returned to Dartmouth. Ray 

was a member of the Dartmouth Curling 

Club and also enjoyed bowling and lawn 

bowling. 

A man to whom family meant everything, left 

to mourn are his loving wife of 59 years, 

Dorothy (Dewling), daughter Lynn 

Gracewood (Pictou), son Greg Keefe and 

wife Theresa, daughter Donna Gaudet, all of 

Dartmouth, grandchildren: Fred 

Gracewood, Dr. Lorri Beatty (Shawn), John 

Gaudet (Ashley Beckwith), Jason Keefe 

(Amanda Waldic), Amanda Gaudet (Graham 

Clements), great-grandchildren: Miguel 

Rodgers, Kylie Clements and Hunter 

Raymond Keefe, sisters: Jeanette Keefe 

(Brampton), Gwen Miles (St. John's), and 

Elsa Batten (Roy) (Edmonton). He was 

predeceased by sisters: Ada Fontain (Jim), 

Mary Dawe (Bill), Rene Havaaldsen (Nels), 

Marina Dawe (Mackie), Edith Ryan (Bill), 

brothers: Irving Keefe (Phyllis), and Calvin 

Keefe (Edna), a sister and brother in 

infancy. 

Cremation has taken place. Arrangements 

have been entrusted to Dartmouth Memorial 

Gardens, 767 Main Street, Dartmouth. There 

will be a memorial service on Thursday, 

May 7 under the guidance of Rever and 

Catherine Bourbonnier, with a reception 

following. Family Flowers only. Donations 

may be made in Ray's memory to the 

Canadian Diabetes Association or a charity 

of your choice.” 

 


