
 

Robert North 

1
st
  Newfoundland Regiment 

Regimental No. 2596 

World War I 

 

Born: unknown possibly 1898 

Died: 20 Nov 1917 

Place of Birth: Bay Roberts, Conception 

Bay, Newfoundland 

Parents: George and Fannie North 

Robert enlisted in the 1
st
.Newfoundland 

Regiment on August 25
th
, 1916. At the CLB 

Armoury on Harvey Road, St. John’s. 

According to his enlistment documents, he 

was described as 5’ 7 ½’ tall, weighed 115 

lbs, gave his occupation as student, his age 

as 18 years 6 months, Methodist by faith. 

The officer who witnessed his signature was 

2
nd

 Lieutenant Outerbridge. 

Robert’s official Service record has the 

following entries: 

1. 19 Aug 1916: Embarked St. John’s 

on the SS Sicilian. 

 

SS Sicilian 

2. 11 Oct 1916: Embarked for BEF 

(British Expeditionary Force), 

France 

3. 22 Nov 1916: Joined Unit 

4. 27 Feb 1917: In hospital at Rouen, 

France 

5. 09 Mar 1917: Rejoined Unit 

6. 13 May 1917: With Battalion 

7. 20 Nov 1917: Killed in Action at the 

Battle of Cambrai, France 

The details on the Battle of Cambrai can be 

found at the following link: 

Battle of Cambrai (1917) - Wikipedia 

Robert died on the 20
th of

 November 1917. 

He is buried in Marcoing Cemetery, France. 

An interesting fact arises from Robert’s age 

at death. He is listed as being 19 years old 

but given his stated age at enlistment of 18 

½ and that his total service in the Regiment 

is given at 1 year 210 days would have him 

at 20 years old. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Cambrai_(1917)


A potential explanation for this discrepancy 

lies in the simple explanation that dates were 

entered incorrectly. However, since his birth 

date can only be identified as 1898, it is 

more likely that this is incorrect and that 

Robert was really 17 ½ when he enlisted. He 

may have lied about his true age. The 

occupation of “student” on his enlistment 

papers given some credence to this theory, 

since it would have be unlikely for him to 

have been a student at the age given. 

Whether 18, 19 or 20 when he died is not 

open to interpretation, the fact remains that 

he died at a young age having answered the 

call for King and Country. 

Attached below are official copies of the 

following: 

1. Robert’s enlistment or Attestation papers 

(2 pages). 

2.. A copy of the telegram sent to his father 

upon his death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 


