
 

Roland Vernon Ploughman 

Canadian Army 

Guardsman, Canadian Army Special 

Forces 

Service No: F30866 

World War II 

Born: 1921 

Died: 15 Aug 1989 

Place of Birth: Coley’s Point, Bay Roberts, 

Newfoundland 

Parents: John (Jack) Douglas and Addie 

(nee Hedges) Ploughman 

Born Roland Vernon, he preferred to and 

went by his second name, Vernon, for most 

of his adult life. 

Vernon’s father, a teacher by occupation, 

was a World War I veteran of the Royal 

Newfoundland Regiment and this fact must 

have influenced his sons, since three (3) of 

them, Reuben, Vernon and Gerald would 

enlist and serve during World War II. 

The 1935 Newfoundland general census 

shows Vernon at age 12, living at home with 

his parents, John, and Addie, at Coley’s 

Point, Bay Roberts, Newfoundland. 

It seems that Vernon was more than willing 

and anxious to serve. He enlisted in the RAF 

(Royal Air Force) like his older brother 

Reuben but was turned down. He went to 

Nova Scotia and tired to enlist in the RCAF 

(Royal Canadian Air Force) and once again 

was denied. Then in June 1942, he joined 

the Halifax Rifles of the 23
rd

 Army Tank 

Regiment and went overseas in June 1943. 

Apparently, his earlier attempts to enlist 

were denied because he was underage. 

Vernon would marry a lady named Lillian 

and together they made a home in 

Greenwood, Ontario. 

Records indicated that the couple were in 

residence at Greenwood in 1957 and in 

1965. 

Vernon would pass way in August 1989 at 

the age of sixty-six. He is buried at Mount 

Pleasant Cemetery at St. John’s, 

Newfoundland. Lillian would live to be 

ninety-three before passing in 2019. 



 

 

 

 

From Bay Roberts Guardian 

02 Dec 1944

 

 

 



From Bay Roberts Guardian 30 Jun 1945 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Bay Roberts Guardian 25 Aug 1945 

 

 


