
 

Thomas John Sinclair 

Royal Newfoundland Regiment 

Regimental No. 5729 

World War I 

 

Born: 22 Sep 1897 

Died: Nov 1970 

Place of Birth: North River, Conception 

Bay, Newfoundland 

Parents:  John and Bridget Sinclair 

Thomas was the fourth (4
th

) of five children 

born to John and Bridget Sinclair, all boys. 

There was Martin, Patrick, Edward (Ned), 

Thomas, and Duncan. 

Thomas enlisted at St. John’s on July 3
rd

, 

1918.According to his attestation and 

enlistment documents, Thomas was 20 years 

old, stood 5’ 9 ¼ “tall and had black hair 

with grey eyes. He was a fisherman by trade 

and Roman Catholic by faith. 

He had enlisted late in the war but his 

official service record states that he served 

for thirteen months, 0ne (1) year and thirty-

three (33) days. 

The service record for Thomas contains the 

following entries: 

1. 03 Jul 1918: Enlisted 

2. 27 Jul 1918: Embarked St. John’s on 

board the SS Columbella to Halifax. 

Remained at Aldershot, Nova Scotia 

in isolation due to mumps. 

 

SS Columbella 

Armed Merchant Cruiser 

November 1914 to May 1916, September 1917 

to October 1918, Northern Patrol (10th Cruiser 

Squadron), North Atlantic convoys 

3. 29 Aug 1918: Sailed from Sydney 

4. 09 Sep 1918: Arrived England 

5. 09 Sep 1918: Posted to Winchester 

6. 24 Jun 1919: To Newfoundland for 

demobilization 

7. 01 Jul 1919: Arrived Newfoundland 

8. 04 Aug 1919: Demobilized  

9. 04 Aug 1919: Discharge Certificate # 

3493. 

Thomas moved to the United States, 

arriving in Vanceboro, Maine via rail from 

Sydney, Nova Scotia. He declared his 

intention to apply for naturalization status 



in December 1920 at Boston according to 

record. He was finally granted 

naturalization status in July 1957. 

The issuance of a World War II draft card 

for Thomas in February of 1942 provides 

some information about him. He is living 

with his brother, Patrick on Leverett Street 

in Boston and is working as a stevedore. He 

is now 42 years old and single. 

A notation in a listing of a Boston resident 

dated 1965 indicates that Thomas is living in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts and working as a 

dockworker, still single.   

Thomas died in November 1970 at Allston, 

Suffolk County, Boston. 

A copy of Thomas’ Naturalization card 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thomas’ WW II Draft Registration Card 

 

 

 

 

 


