William John Brown

Royal Naval Reserve Newfoundland
Service No. 1043X
World War |

Born: 06 Feb 1897
Died: 04 Feb 1960

Place of Birth: Bay Roberts, Conception
Bay, Newfoundland

Parents: Thomas William and Elizabeth
(nee Badcock) Brown

William John Brown was born in Bay
Roberts on the 6". of February 1897 to
parents William and Elizabeth Brown of
Bay Roberts.

As a young boy, grandfather enlisted in the
Royal Naval Reserve of Newfoundland as a
seaman. He was very much in fact a boy
upon his enlistment at the port of St. John’s
on the 7 October 1913. His enlistment

papers note his birthdate as 1897 but the
seven is crossed out and 5 written in. This
change from 1897 to 1895, made it look like
he was 18 when in reality he was only 16
years old. My conclusion is that he lied
about his age in order to enlist.

On that enlistment paper, where the
applicant normally signs, | notice that
grandfather did not sign but simply made a
mark. An indication that he could not write
perhaps, or he didn’t wish to put his name to
the lie he had just told, who knows for sure?

Either assumption is entirely possible since |
was just 7 when he passed, and | do not
remember very much about him at all, but |
do know that when he worked away as a
carpenter in Toronto particularly, he would
write Nan faithfully.

From his picture and the ship name written
on the tally of his hat, it appears he served
on “The Duchess of Devonshire”, a paddle
steamer class ship requisitioned into the war
effort. See the picture and notation on this
ship on the next page.

Grandfather’s service record provides the
following information as to ships/ base by
date:

1. HMS Calypso (training vessel): 30
Oct 1914 — 05 Nov 1914

2. HMS Pembroke (naval base facility
in England): 06 Nov 1914 — 17 Nov
1914

3. Duchess of Devonshire: 18 Nov
1914 — 02 dec 1916

4. HMS Pembroke: 03 Dec 1916 — 24

May 1917

5. HMS Briton: 25 May 1917 — 14 Jun
1917

6. HMS Ceasar: 15 Jun 1917 — 21 Nov
1917



7. HMS Vivid: 22 Nov 1917 — 11 Apr
1918

8. HMS President 111: 12 Apr 1918 —
18 Jan 1919

9. HMS Briton: 19 Jan 1919 — 15 Apr
1919. Demobilized

Grandfather returned home after his service
and married Elsie May (Mercer). Together
they would have a family of 8. Four girls,
Lorraine, Ruth, Olive, and Elaine and four
boys William John (jr), Paul, Walter, and
Dennis. Two of the eight, William and Paul,
would subsequently follow in their father’s
footsteps by enlisting for service in WW I,
my father being one. William (Dad) in the
Royal Newfoundland Regiment and Paul in
the Royal Naval Rescue Tug Service.

Interestingly, Grandfather, left
Newfoundland in 1921 and is found in the
United States in Maine and then on to
Massachusetts. In fact, several of his
children, namely Lorraine, Paul, Ruth, and
Olive were born in Boston, Chelesa, and
Everett Mass, respectively.

The 1930 United Sates Federal census has
the family as living in Everett, Mass.
William is 32, Elsie 28, Lorraine 6, William
jr, 5 (born in Newfoundland), Paul 3 and 7

months, Ruth 11 months old. Willam is
working as a carpenter.

By 1935, the family is back in
Newfoundland, living in Bay Roberts, where
Walter, Elaine and Dennis are born. Olive
was born in the United States (Everett,
Mass) in 1931 prior to the move back home.

Grandfather passed away suddenly while ice
fishing with grandmother on the second
pond in Shearstown on 4 Feb 1960. He was
sixty-three. He is buried in the Central
United Church Cemetery in Bay Roberts.

Grandfather’s Medals

a)1914 — 1915 Star
b) British War Medal (1914 — 1920)
¢) Victory Medal (1914 — 1919)



Ships that have been requisitioned as auxiliaries

Requisitioned Auxiliary - Duchess of Devonshire

Official Number:

Laid down:
Builder:
Launched:
Pennant No:
Into Service:
Out of service:
Fate:

99941

Naval Construction & Armaments Co., Barrow
21 January 1897

M.09/M1.03/M1.02

30 October 1914

6 November 1919
1949 Broken up
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APPLICATION TO BE ENROLLED
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ROYAL NAVAL RESERVE (Newfoundland),
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(B)
DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY APPLICANT.

declare as follows:—

- That I thoroughly understand the Conditions under which Seamen are at present envolled i the New foundlund
R.N.R., and the services they are required to perforn ;

2. That 1 am a British subject and desirous of beiug curolled as & Seaman in the Royal Naval Rescrve, inaceordanee
with those Regulations, and 1 hereby make application for the purpose of being envolled ;

- That I have no disease or infirmity that will ineapacitate me from serving in the Royul Naval Reserve ;

3 'l‘iml‘ (¢) *I have never served, and am not serving, nor am I bouud or required to .«crn: m. i‘[luxl .\1:»:).'.. (\'Lll"'\h.
Marines, Special Reserve or Militia, or in any Lerritorial Regiment, Yeomanry or Volunteer 1'%
or in any Reserve orce; i

(b) That I have never been rejected for any of H.M. Forees on aceornt of unl‘u.nv.«;

() *Haying scrved in one of H.M. Forces, I now produce my Certificate of Discharge therefrom ;
. 1 CrVices 1 N vy 9 '.\l'l y;:

. That 1 am not in receipt of any pension, or allowance from, or in respect of seevices in the Navy or the )

5, That I have not alraady been rejucted as dueligible for the Royal Naval Reserie

7. That it is my intention to follow the sea service for a period of at least fice years jrom the present time

: = R
% That the particulars contsined above ure correet and true, according 1o the best of iy knowledge and beli

Aud, it approved, 1 undertake to undergo 28 days’ dvill immediately on hoard HLS.

Dated this 7 day of - 191 ﬂ
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Clipping from The Bay Roberts Guardian
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06 November 1914.

ur Naval
Reservists

&u ercer, Beachy Cove, son

of &m Pwny Mercer
French's Cove,
*on ol Ro and the late Goorgo

Barrett. N
L ~JYohn H , Bay Roberts Weet,
son of El both and the Im
{Thomu G Mercer.

William John Brown, Bay Kob
rrts West, son l Wm. and Ehubotb
tJrown,

Samuel an Bay Roberts
Wost, som of Bmy sod Emma
Brown,

Herbert and Walter Ruseell,
Country Rosd, sons of John and
Aunie Roseell.

Lerenso Roberts, Country Road, |
sou of Abram and Grace Roberts.

They sre geing o fight for their
Kiug and Country, snd we
“hey will uphold the best traditions

of the seamen fishermen of
Newloundland, W pray that
u:,y dmll be on;aetqd from bharm
sud dasger while engaged in tbo
Jdischarge of their ddtiea,
There are severa! others gone to
St. Joho's from chie locality whose
nsines we have oot secured. Will
their friends please forward us their
1 ames for publication.
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Obituary from The Daily News

13 February 1960

. MR. WILIAM JOHN BROWN
The whole communily was.
* shocked on Thursday  after-
i noon, Fehruary 4th, {o learn of
; the sudden pas:;ing of one of
“its highly respective citizens, .
“Mr. William John Brown, Sr..'
"al the aze of 63 years. !
The late Mr. Brown. horn
,at Bay Roberts where he re
ceived his early education, was
a veleran of World War I
where he seen navy uaction. Fol-
lowing which he spent 16 vears
in the US.A., then returned to’
- his native home. where he"
. since resided with his family, "
, being a carpenter by trade. he
"conlinued work up to a few
! months ago, when nn the ad.
vice of his doctor he retired.
; from his trade. However, feel- !
mg in good health he continued
| to enjoy life in the outdoors '
i and on Thursday was enjoying ;
| the sport he loved most, fish- .
'mg. passed suddenly away al'
the pond cide. '
Left to ~ourn are his wife, '
' the former Flsie Mercer of Bay |
Roberts, four sons, Paul, em
« ploved with the R.C. \1 P. al Sl
'Juhu: Walter, employed w:thi
! the Dept. of Health, St. John's;
|“|ll|am and Dennis at home. ;
| Four daughters, Ruth, Mrs. Ray j
. Tilley. residing at Toronto; ,
"Olive, Mrs. Hubert Stokes, re.
“siding at St. John's; Elaine,
i United Church teacher at Bon-.
"avista Bay: Loraine. Mrs, Max .
‘Mercer at Bay Roberls: also
fourteen grandchildren. to whom
the sympathy of a large circle |
of friends is extended.
" The funeral which was attend-
ed by the Canadian Legion. all
' the members of the family. ' !l
his daughter, Ruth, and a ki
‘number of friends from 5L
| John's and neighbouring towns, -
ltonk place by motor hearse.
on Saturday afternoon 1o
Central United Church. Inter-'
ment was in the U.C. cemetery. !
tnev J. B. Revnolds offmated



