William Russell Brown

Canadian Army
World War 11
Born: 07 October 1913
Died: 19 June 1976

Place of Birth: Shearstown, Conception Bay,
Newfoundland

Parents: George and Margaret “Maggie” (nee
Russell) Brown

William was the first child born to George and
Maggie Brown, who had married the previous year,
1912. Three other siblings would follow, Edward,
Mary, and George junior.

It is interesting to note that all three boys would
eventually serve during World War 1. George in the
Royal Naval Reserve (Newfoundland) and
subsequently the Royal Navy, Edward in the Royal
Canadian Navy and William in the Canadian Army.

The 1921 Newfoundland general census for
Shearstown, Newfoundland lists the family as
follows: George is 27 and working as

a fisherman, Maggie is 26 and a stay-at-home mom,
William is 7, Edward and Mary are listed as 3 years
old and George is 1.

Sometime between this census and 1930, the
Brown’s moved to Saint John, New Brunswick,

Canada, where Maggie died in September of that
year, 1930, of tuberculous at age 34, leaving Geroge
a single parent with four children.

The 1931 Canadian census for Saint John East, New
Brunswick lists Willam at 17 and Edward at 16.
There is no listing for any other member of the
family.

A Marriage certificate dated March 7™, 1940, shows
William marrying Ann Verner of Saint John and
lists William’s occupation as “soldier”. This is the
only document found to indicate that he served and
since it is an official document, is taken at face
value that he did. The Certificate is reproduced on
the next page.

Anne and William would have a family of seven (7)
children, four sons and three daughters. One child,
Gary, would pass away an infant.

Willaim passed away in June 1976 and according to
his obituary is interred at the Field of Honour, Cedar
Hill Cemetery Extension, Saint John, New
Brunswick. Anne passed in May 2000 and is
interred in the same cemetery.
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